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VIKINGS’ 1,000TH GAME

A grand old time

By STEVE ZIMMERMAN and C.J. SINNER e Star Tribune staff

Adding together their regular-season and postseason games — games that have thrilled us and tortured us and sewed stitches
into Minnesota’s fabric for 62 seasons — the Vikings played Game No. 1,000 Saturday with a game that did all of that and more.
From the opener in 1961, to frozen games in numbing windchills, to toasty ones under an inflatable roof, to four Super Bowls,
with 949 regular-season games and 51 more in the postseason, a miracle or two, a missed kick or three, here’s a grand in games:

THE VIKINGS AT 1,000 GAMES - 535 WINS + 454 LOSSES - 11 TIES « .540 WINNING PCT.
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Year Games played @ L L
W-L
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No.leFirsts — 1961 B
First regular-season 3-11
game for the franchise. 1962 - -
QB Fran Tarkenton led 2-11-1
the Vikings to a 37-13
victory over the Bears at 1598613 -

Metropolitan Stadium

s | Il B .
8-5-1

No.89+ Bud 1965 HE EEN 1

With 10 fourth-
quarter points, Bud 1966 |:| - - -
Grant earned the first 491
B O [ [
Vikings coach against 3-83
o e EHEE EEE .
defending champion 87

Green Bay Packersin !
wo —— KNI IEIENIEBE BN EE B -

1970
12-3

No.116 « 7 TDs 1971
QB Joe Kapp made 11-4

NFL history with seven 1972
TD passesina52-14 7.7
victory over Baltimore.
He finished with 449 1973
yards passing. His
counterpart for the 11%_754
Colts, Johnny Unitas,
was 8-for-22 for 68 1975
yards and no TDs. 12-3
1976
. 13-3-1
No.304 « Miracle 1
Before the Minneapolis 1977
Miracle, there was 10-6
the “Miracle at the 1978
Met.” Ahmad Rashad’s 8-8-1
46-yard, one-handed TD 1979
catch on the final play 7-9
gave the Vikings a 28-23
victory over Cleveland. 159)_%0
1981
79
1982
No. 390 ¢ 490 yds. 65
Tommy Kramer set 1983
team record for passing 8-8
yards with 490 against
Washington, breaking 131834
his own mark (456) set
in 1980. The Vikings lost 1?%5
44-38 in overtime. i

9-7

No.sc0-whar —— 1337 — [ o H EEE
Five years after a strike- 10-8

prowiee on EENEEEE BN BN
season, another players 12-6

strike canceled one 1989
week of play and meant 107
this 23-16 Vikings loss to
the Packers was the first 1990
of three games to use 610
replacement players. 1991
8-8
1992
11-6
No.439 e Herschel — 1993
Herschel Walker’s first 98
game as a Viking after
the blockbuster trade 133,4
with Dallas started
with a 47-yard run. He 1995
finished with 148 yards 88
on 18 carriesin a 26-14 1996
victory over Green Bay. 9-8
1997
10-8
No.589¢« MNF ——— 1998
Randy Moss’ breakout 16-2
game on “Monday Night 1999
Football” featured 117

200 [ I I O O O I N
yards receiving at 12-6
Lambeau Field. Randall
Cunningham passed 259911 - - - - -

for 442 yardsina37-24

victory over Green Bay. 2002 - - - - - - -
6-10
2000 [ I I O O Il B B
No.744+296! — o
In his eighth game as 2(9).(9)4 - - - - - - - - -

apro, rookie Adrian
] N ] | ]
single-game rushing o7
e | 1 H W
on 30 carries ina 35-17 6-10
e H O NN
Diego Chargers. 88
o8 Il Il EE EEaEE .
10-7
nretecus — 200 [ HTHINEE HEEE B ]
The team’s longest 13-5
H B = =Hm-
a99-yard TD pass from 6-10
Gus Frerotte to Bernard

Berrian, highlighted a 2391131
34-14 win over Chicago.
2012
10-7
No. 843 « KOR 2013
Cordarrelle Patterson 5-10-1
tied the record f_or the 2014
longest play in NFL 79
history with a 109-yard
kickoff return on the 23_165
opening play in a 44-31
loss to Green Bay. 28_%6
No.918+Miracle2 ——— 2017
Stefon Diggs’ 61-yard )
catch-and-run from 2018
Case Keenum on the 8-7-1

x [l H HEEE BEE Bl
the “Minneapolis 11-7
Miracle,” gave the
Vikings a 29-24 29_290 - - - - - -

playoff victory over
H N 1 [
aspot in the NFC 89

Championship Game. »2 [ HEEEEEE Bl K

Editor’s note: The NFL held a third-place game from 1961 to 69, which the Vikings participated in at the conclusion of the 1968 season,
but these games, known as the “Playoff Bowl,” are recorded as exhibition games, like preseason games, and not included in our count.
Source: Star Tribune analysis of FiveThirtyEight and Pro Football Reference NFL data

The seasons
Game 14 marked

the end of the NFL
regular season from
1961 to’77. It was
expanded to 16 games
in 1978 and 17 in 2021.

No.49 « Uh oh
Despite Jim Marshall’s
infamous “wrong way”
return of a fumble
forced by Carl Eller 66
yards into his own end
zone, the Vikings still
defeated San Francisco
27-22.

No. 128 « Playoffs
Vikings defeated the
Los Angeles Rams 23-20
in the first NFL playoff
game played in
Minnesota. The Vikings
outscored the Rams
16-3 in the second half.

No.130¢SBIV
The first Super Bowl
berth for Vikings ended
ina23-7 loss to Kansas
City in New Orleans.

No. 240 « SB XI
Vikings made their
fourth Super Bowl
appearance but trailed
by 16 at the half and lost
to John Madden’s Oak-
land Raiders 32-14 at the
Rose Bowl. It was the
largest crowd (103,438)
the Vikings have ever
played in front of.

No. 289 e The end
This 27-23 loss to

New England was Jim
Marshall’s 270th
regular-season game
and last for the Vikings,
still the most in
franchise history.

No. 381 « Farewell
Bud Grant’s final game
on the Vikings sideline,
in his second stint as
head coach, was a 37-35
loss to Philadelphia.

No. 500 « History
A 24-7 loss to the
Raiders at the L.A.
Coliseum was the first
NFL game between two
Black head coaches,
Art Shell and Dennis
Green. The Vikings
quarterback in the
game? Jim McMahon.

No. 602 ¢ The kick
Gary Anderson’s missed
38-yard field goal late in
the fourth quarter, his
first miss of the season
for the 15-1 Vikings, led
to a 30-27 overtime loss
to Atlantain the NFC
Championship Game.

No. 800 « No dome
The 21-3 “home” loss to
the Giants was played
at Ford Field in Detroit
after the Metrodome
roof collapsed in a snow-
storm the day before.
The game also marked
the end of Brett Favre’s
NFL record streak of 297
consecutive starts.

No. 852 ¢ Lights out
The Vikings’ final game
at the Metrodome is a
14-13 win over Detroit.
Cordarrelle Patterson
scored both TDs, includ-
ing the go-ahead score
in the fourth quarter.

No. 885 ¢ Brrrr

The coldest game in
team history was a wild-
card game at TCF Bank
Stadium. The temper-
ature at kickoff was
minus-6 with a minus-25
windchill. The Vikings
lost 10-9 to Seattle when
Blair Walsh missed a
27-yard field goal.

No. 1,000
The Comeback

After entering halftime
of their 1,000th game
down 33-0 to the Colts,
the Vikings pulled off
the largest comeback in
NFL history with a 39-36
overtime victory that
clinched the NFC North.



